
W h a t  a r e  p e s t s ?

a pest is any living organism that
causes damage or discomfort, or
transmits or produces disease.
Pests can be animals, plants or
bacteria. a pest can also be
something that is simply where it
is not wanted, such as clover in a

grass play area. rats, mice, cockroaches, house flies,
raccoons, squirrels, ants, weeds and bacteria are all
examples of different types of pests. Make sure
something is really a pest before you remove it.

H a z a r d s  o f  p e s t s  f o r  y o u n g
c h i l d r e n

some pests are merely annoying, but others can cause
serious harm to children. for example:
u rodents, such as rats and mice, can contaminate

food, food preparation areas and other surfaces
with their urine, feces and stray hairs. they carry
diseases or fleas into areas where people are
present. they can also trigger asthma.

u Cockroaches are a common trigger of asthma and
can carry diseases.

u stinging pests, such as yellowjackets, hornets and
some ants and bees, can cause severe reactions
that can be life threatening for some people.

u flies can spread disease when they walk on food.

I n t e g r a t e d  P e s t  M a n a g e M e n t :  a  C u r r I C u l u M  f o r  e a r l y  C a r e  a n d  e d u C a t I o n  P r o g r a M s  

PESTS – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Most  Common Pests  in  Chi ld  Care  Centers

Raccoon Squirre l  Rat  Cockroach Spider

Ant  Mosquito  L ice  House  F ly                       Ye l lowjacket
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